
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



164 MANUFACTURES: 

ent houses in London this Spring, eight hundred and 
eighty score rye-plait, and we have about one thousand 
score to forward. 



As connected with the subject of plait, it may be men- 
tioned, that the Society have received from J. White, Esq. 
of Westbourne Green, some interesting samples of mats 
of stained grass, platted very ingeniously in various pat- 
terns, made at Mombass, on the Coast of Africa. 

They have also received specimens of bark cloth from 
the Sandwich Islands, presented by Joseph Hume, Esq. 
M. P. V. P., and by Thomas Winkworth, Esq. Chairman 
of the Committee of Manufactures. 



IV.— OPENING HORN. 



The Silver Vulcan Medal and Five Guineas were 
this Session presented to Mr. J. James, James Street, 
Lambeth, for his Machine for Opening Horn; a 
Model of which has been placed in the Society's Re- 
pository. 

Horn is prepared for the use of the Lanthorn-maker, the 
Comb-maker, the Cutler, &c. by making it into flat 
laminae of various thicknesses, according to the use for 
whichJt is intended. The horns are first cut transversely 
into pieces, according to the use to which each is appli- 
cable. The pieces are then slit longitudinally, and are 
held separately over a naked fire, till heated to the degree 
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at which horn becomes soft; they are then hammered flat 
by a mallet, and placed in a strong press till they be- 
come cold. 

Mr. James, who is himself a worker in horn, objects to 
softening it over a naked fire, in consequence of its fre- 
quently being scorched or frizzled, more especially as in 
opening the old hard horns, it is necessary to allow the 
flame to enter the hollow, that the inside may be render- 
ed equally soft as the outside. 

The apparatus employed by Mr. James is a block of 
cast iron, with a conical hole quite through it, and a plug 
of the same metal, about one. eighth of an inch less in 
diameter than the hole. The block and plug are both to 
be heated in a common fire, or in a stove, to about the 
temperature of "melting lead ; the block is then taken out, 
and placed on a firm support ; a piece of horn previously 
slit is put into the hole, and the heated plug is dropped 
within the horn. This latter being heated, both from 
within and from without, soon becomes soft; the plug is 
then carefully and gradually driven in by a mallet, and by 
its pressure soon redresses any original crookedness of 
the horn. After being left for about a minute in this 
state, the plug is to be driven out by turning the block 
on one side, and the horn being then withdrawn will be 
found quite soft enough to be opened and pressed in 
the usual manner. Considerable saving of time is 
thus obtained, and all risk of overheating the horn is 
avoided. 



